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THE COLVILLE TRIBES DELIVERS COVID-19 VACCINATIONS  

 

NESPELEM, WA – More than 4,300 doses of the Moderna vaccine 

against COVID-19 have been delivered on the Colville Reservation. This 

number represents more than a third of tribal members who have received at 

least the first shot of the required two shots of the Moderna vaccine, and 

many have received both doses. In the coming days, the one shot Johnson 

and Johnson vaccine will also be available.  

 

Vaccines are offered daily at Omak and Nespelem IHS clinics and the 

Lake Roosevelt Community Health Centers in Inchelium and Keller. While 

vaccine appointments were at first only extended to high-risk individuals, 

such as front line health care workers and elders over 65 years of age, or 

essential workers such as educators, the Colville Business Council 

announced in February, 2021 that vaccines are now available to any tribal 

member over the age of 18.  

 

The early vaccination success is due to the hard work and 

coordination of staff at the various clinics on the Reservation. The clinics 

have conducted community vaccination events and otherwise worked with 

the Tribes to facilitate vaccinations for all tribal members. 

 

This progress has allowed the Colville Tribes to consider plans to re-

open the Reservation. Even now, tribal employees are returning to full-time 

office-based work and tribal government is more accessible to in-person 

access by tribal members. Incentives have been offered to encourage all 

eligible people to take the vaccine, including a relaxation of travel and 

quarantine requirements for those vaccinated. 

 

The Chairman of the Colville Tribes, Rodney Cawston, said, “It is 

thrilling to see solid progress in vaccination rates of the Colville people. 
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Each person who takes the vaccine improves their own safety and the safety 

of their friends, neighbors, and family.” 

 

Chairman Cawston continued, “However, we must also remember that 

the fight is not over. We cannot relax our vigilance until our community is as 

safe as possible. If you are in the two-thirds of tribal members who have not 

yet been vaccinated, please call your nearest clinic and make an appointment 

right away. And all people should continue the precautions of following the 

three “W”s – wear a mask, wash your hands, and watch your distance.” 

 
 

### 

 

About the Colville Tribes: 

 

Today, more than 9,460 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated 

Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  ščəl̕ámxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; 

walw̕áma (Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed 

trees) or Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or 

Lakes; mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on 

the bank) or Moses-Columbia; nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the 

top) or Okanogan; palúšpam (people from Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far 

as one can see) or San Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or Wenatchi.   


