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Colville Tribes Councilmember Virgil “Smoker” Marchand Has Passed Away


(Nespelem, WA) — Virgil “Smoker” Marchand passed away yesterday. Smoker was 
currently serving in the Colville Business Council as an elected representative from the 
Omak District.


The Chairman of the Colville Tribes, Jarred-Michael Erickson, said, “The Colville 
Business Council is deeply saddened to hear of the passing of our colleague, Smoker 
Marchand. Smoker was a strong voice for his people and he brought a unique perspective 
to tribal government. We will all miss him.”


The Chairman continued, “There will be time in the future to discuss Smoker’s life and 
accomplishments. For now, we want to respect the privacy of Smoker’s family and loved 
ones in this period of grief, and we ask others to do the same.”


###


About the Colville Tribes:


Today, more than 9,432 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 
Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated 
Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  ščəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma 
(Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed trees) or 
Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; 
mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or 
Moses-Columbia; nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; 
palúšpam (people from Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San 
Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or Wenatchi.  
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