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For Immediate Release   

   
April 13, 2021             

 

Colville Tribes Presents Information on Pasco Area 

Economic Development Plans to Pasco Chamber of Commerce 
 

NESPELEM, WA—The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation yesterday made a presentation 

to the Pasco Chamber of Commerce, describing the historic connections of the Colville Palus people to the area 

and outlining the Tribes’ plans for economic development projects in Pasco. 

  

 “The Colville Confederated Tribes, which includes the Palus Tribe, has long sought to bring the Palus 

back to their traditional territory in Tri-Cities region,” Colville Business Council Chairman Rodney Cawston said 

yesterday.  “We have been encouraged by the response of the local community to our efforts, and will continue to 

work cooperatively with city, county, regional and state officials to forward economic development projects in 

this area.” 

 

 In 2019 and 2020, the Tribes purchased several parcels of land in Pasco, and is in the early stages of 

planning cultural awareness/educational programs and economic development projects for the property.  The 

Tribes has signed an Agreement in Principle with the Pasco City Council to work cooperatively on these efforts, 

and entered into a Letter of Intent with the Franklin County PUD to negotiate a lease of part of its land for a future 

PUD substation.   Yesterday’s presentation, made at the request of the Pasco Chamber, focused on Palus historic 

and cultural ties to the region and outlined steps the Tribes is taking to create economic development 

opportunities there. 

 

 “We are confident that our work will benefit both our tribal membership and the citizens of the Tri-Cities 

area, and look forward to continued cooperation in the future,” Cawston said. 

 

 Colin Hastings, Executive Director of the Pasco Chamber said “We are pleased this line of 

communication has commenced to build an understanding of our respective interests as this project moves 

forward,” Hastings continued “Our area welcomes new and exciting economic development to better our 

community.” 

 

Blanche Barajas, Mayor Pro-Tem for the City of Pasco,  said “The City of Pasco looks forward to 

continued participation with the Colville Tribes to support the important cultural and economic development that 

will benefit both of our communities.” 

 

 The Tribes’ presentation yesterday, conducted via Zoom between Colville Business Council Chambers 

and the Pasco Chamber of Commerce, included several Power Point slides and narration by Cody Desautel, the 

Tribes’ Natural Resources Director.    
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 During a Q and A session afterwards, Desautel explained the process of a fee-to-trust transfer, explaining 

that this could take from two to five years to complete for the parcels the Tribes owns in Pasco.  He estimated that 

the gaming enterprise would employ a substantial number of workers, depending on the size of the gaming market 

in the region at that time.  

 

Executive Director Francis Somday said that it’s possible that some economic development projects, such 

as a convenience store/fuel station, would start before casino construction, as parcels are moved into trust status.  

He said the Tribes would likely open retail space on the property for local businesses that would like to locate 

there.  Somday encouraged the Chamber members to consider providing support for the project as time goes 

along.   

 

“I can commit to you that the Tribes will be an excellent business and government partner,” he said. 

 

 Chairman Cawston encouraged Chamber members to work with the Tribes on all matters of mutual 

interest. 

 

 “We want to join with Pasco and other communities in the region,” he said.  “Together, we can form a 

powerful partnership.” 

 

Cawston said that in the near future, the Tribes will submit its application to become part of the Chamber 

and provide Chamber members with ongoing updates about the Tribes’ efforts in Pasco.  Colville also will 

establish and staff a Community Outreach Office on the property to provide information to area organizations and 

citizens. 

 

“There is a lot of opportunity for us to work together here,” Chairman Cawston said.  “I’m really excited 

about that.” 

 

-END- 
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About the Colville Tribes: 

 

Today, more than 9,448 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the Confederated Tribes of 

the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  

ščəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma (Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp 

(sharp pointed trees) or Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; 

mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or Moses-Columbia; 

nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; palúšpam (people from Palouse) or 

Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or 

Wenatchi.   

 

About the City of Pasco: One of the Tri-Cities of south-central Washington State, Pasco has a current population 

of 75,290. Boasting good schools, health care facilities, faith communities, numerous retail/professional 

opportunities, recreational areas, and predominantly good weather, Pasco is a place where people put down roots 

and raise families in a safe, forward-thinking, active environment 
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