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The Colville Tribes Lifts COVID-Related Public Safety Measures 
  

(Nespelem, WA) — The Colville Tribes announced today that it is immediately lifting all 

public safety measures previously instituted to protect the community from COVID-19. 

A Resolution first passed on March 25, 2020, which imposed multiple public safety 

measures to stop the spread of COVID-19, including the closure of the Colville 

Reservation and limits on gathering sizes. These safety measures have been extended on 

multiple occasions as the pandemic continued to remain a threat, but they are all now 

lifted, effective immediately.  

The Colville Tribes has made great progress with its vaccination efforts. Over 50% of 

tribal members and 70% of tribal employees are now fully vaccinated. The current 

science on the vaccines shows that they are extremely effective in stopping the threat of 

the coronavirus. Current guidance from the federal Center for Disease Control indicates 

that fully vaccinated people may relax safety measures such as mask wearing.  

The Chairman of the Colville Tribes, Rodney Cawston, said, “Throughout the course of 

this pandemic, for over a year, our community members have made incredible efforts to 

fight this virus and remain safe. People practiced social distancing. They wore face 

coverings and avoided large gatherings. When vaccines became available, people lined 

up to take them. Now, with vaccines widespread and cases declining across the country 

as science shows the vaccines are effective, the time has come to lift mandatory public 

safety measures. People may continue to use their own judgment and be prudent in their 

own conduct, but as a government, it is time to lift mandatory restrictions and celebrate 

our vaccination success.”  

The Chairman continued, “Vaccines continue to be available across the Colville 

Reservation. Anybody who still needs a shot is encouraged to get into a clinic 

immediately.”  

### 

 

About the Colville Tribes: 

 

Today, more than 9,450 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated 
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Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  ščəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma 

(Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed trees) or 

Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; 

mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or 

Moses-Columbia; nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; 

palúšpam (people from Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San 

Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or Wenatchi.   


