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The Colville Tribes Adopts Resolution Urging Washington State Redistricting Commission 

not to Redraw Boundaries on Colville Reservation 

 

(Nespelem, WA) — The Colville Business Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2021-653, 

which states the official position of the Colville Tribes regarding the potential redrawing of 

legislative and congressional districts by the Washington State Redistricting Commission.    

 

The resolution states that the Colville Tribes does not want the Redistricting Commission to 

redraw the state legislative or congressional districts within the Colville Reservation or modify 

them to affect the political representation of the Colville Tribes’ trust lands in Chelan County.  To 

the extent that the boundaries of any of these districts must be enlarged or diminished because of 

population shifts, the Colville Tribes has requested that the Redistricting Commission make any 

such changes in geographic areas outside of the Colville Reservation and in accordance with the 

resolution.    

 

Colville Business Council Chairman Andy Joseph, Jr., said that enactment of the resolution was 

necessary to formalize the Tribes’ position for the Redistricting Commission and to ensure that 

the Tribes’ position was not mischaracterized or confused by third parties or in the media.  

 

“The Tribes work with elected officials in both parties to address needs related to the pandemic, 

wildfires, broadband connectivity, and other issues critical to our tribal communities,” Joseph 

said.  “Being a constituent of multiple congressional and state representatives means that the 

Colville Tribes is a stronger position to advance these issues, while consolidating districts on 

reservation lands and having less representation would leave us with fewer champions to call 

upon.”    

### 

 

About the Colville Tribes: 

 

Today, more than 9,420 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated Tribes 

of the Colville Reservation include:  šcəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma (Wallowa 

people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed trees) or Colville; 

šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; mətxʷu (blunt hills 

around a valley) or Methow; škwáxcənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or Moses-Columbia; 

nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; palúšpam (people from 

Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ 

(people in between) or Wenatchi.   

 


