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Colville Business Council Cancels Powwow and Stick Games 

 

(Nespelem, WA) — The Colville Business Council is cancelling the powwow and stick 

games set for September due to danger from COVID-19. This action comes after local 

COVID-19 infections spiked following the Omak Stampede. 

COVID-19 cases are on the rise again around the Colville Reservation, with infections 

returning to levels not seen in months. A new variant of the virus known as the Delta 

variant is proving to be much more contagious than the original strain of COVID-19. 

While the available vaccines still afford a high level of protection against even the Delta 

variant of COVID-19, and many people on the Reservation have been vaccinated, many 

people on the Reservation have not yet taken the vaccine even though they are eligible. 

Also, children under 12 are not eligible for vaccination. 

The Colville Business Council will meet this coming Monday, August 30, to address 

what other measures are necessary to protect the community. Options include closing 

down other large public events and considering how to increase the vaccination rate as 

much as possible. 

The Chairman of the Colville Tribes, Andy Joseph, Jr., said, “We know our people love 

events like the powwow and stick games, but our goal since the day we first heard of 

COVID-19 has been to protect the lives and health of all residents on Colville lands. We 

will do what is necessary to keep people safe, especially our young children, who remain 

completely vulnerable to the virus until a vaccine is developed for them.” 

The Chairman continued, “It is more important than ever that every eligible person over 

the age of 12 be vaccinated against COVID-19. This vaccine is safe, effective, and free. 

People with medical conditions should consult with their own doctor but, for most 

people, this vaccine is safer than aspirin. When you get vaccinated, you not only protect 

yourself, but you also protect everyone around you because the more people are 

vaccinated, the harder it is for the virus to spread. Please get vaccinated and protect 

yourself and others, especially the children who cannot yet be vaccinated.” 
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About the Colville Tribes: 

 

Today, more than 9,421 descendants of 12 aboriginal tribes of Indians are enrolled in the 

Confederated Tribes of the Colville.  The twelve tribes which compose the Confederated 

Tribes of the Colville Reservation include:  ščəlá̕mxəxʷ (deep water) or Chelan; walw̕áma 

(Wallowa people) or Chief Joseph Band of Nez Perce; sx̌ʷyʔiɬp (sharp pointed trees) or 

Colville; šnt̕iyátkʷəxʷ (grass in the water) or Entiat; snʕáyckst (speckled fish) or Lakes; 

mətxʷu (blunt hills around a valley) or Methow; škwáxčənəxʷ (people living on the bank) or 

Moses-Columbia; nspilm (prairie) or Nespelem; uknaqin (seeing over the top) or Okanogan; 

palúšpam (people from Palouse) or Palus; sənpʕʷilx (grey mist as far as one can see) or San 

Poil, and šnp̓əšqʷáw̓səxʷ (people in between) or Wenatchi.   


